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April 24: According to a report by ACAN-EFE, the death toll from Monday's earthquake had
surpassed 100, and 1,500 persons had been injured. The Costa Rican Red Cross had thus far counted
79 fatalities, and the Panamanian Civil Protection System reported a death toll of 24, and at least
454 injured. (See CAU 04/24/91 for previous coverage of earthquake.) According to the National
University's Volcanology and Earthquake Observatory (San Jose), over 800 tremors had been
recorded since the big quake (7.4 on the Richter scale) on Monday. Spokespersons at the University
of Panama's Geophysics Institute said one 30-second tremor on Wednesday measured 5.9 on the
Richter scale. Unofficial estimates of persons who lost their homes and possessions in the quake are
50,000 to 60,000 in Costa Rica, and 15,000 in Panama. In response to the Costa Rican government's
request for international assistance, the Inter-American Development Bank provided a $200,000
donation, and Spain announced delivery of foodstuffs, medical supplies and other materials. The US
and Nicaragua have provided helicopters for transport of the injured and supplies. Costa Rican and
Panamanian banana exports, destined primarily to Europe and the US, have been suspended since
Monday. Costa Rica, second-largest banana exporter with 20% of the world market, was scheduled
to export about 1 million 18-kg. boxes this week, valued at $6.5 million. Panama, which ranks fifth
world-wide for 11.2% of the global market, is expected to lose $200,000 in export revenues from
inability to ship about 600,000 boxes during the week. Most Costa Rican bananas are shipped from
Puerto Limon. A large proportion of Panamanian banana exports depart from the Almirante port
in Bocas del Toro province. According to Euclides Diaz, general secretary of Panama's National
Banana Council, banana production and transport activities in Bocas del Toro province would be
shut down for between 30 and 45 days. ACAN-EFE reported that the epicenter of the quake on
Monday was located in the Valle de la Estrella, Costa Rica, 40 km. from Panama. Costa Rican Foreign
Trade Minister Roberto Rojas told reporters that banana exports will depart from Panama and
Puerto Cortes in Honduras until minimum repairs of port facilities, railways and roads have been
made. He said a depot will be set up at the border with Nicaragua, where exporters can leave their
produce for transport to Honduras. According to Rojas, losses resulting from transport breakdown
and destruction of the fruit in the fields and warehouses are estimated at 750,000 boxes worth $3.7
million. The country's major banana plantations covering nearly 5,000 ha. are located in the Valle
de la Estrella. Costa Rican officials said that passage between Limon and San Jose will be possible
within seven days. Landslides and cracks in the earth's surface destroyed several kilometers of the
roadway. April 25: The earthquake on Monday moved Costa Rica's Atlantic coastline outward by
1.39 meters, and left a 70 km. scar on the surface of the Earth. Geologist Federico Wendell of the
Observatory at the National University (Costa Rica), said the epicenter of the quake was located
39 km. from the Caribbean Puerto Limon, and 21 km. under ground, on a fault extending from
Valle de la Estrella, Costa Rica to Changuinola, Panama on the Caribbean tectonic plate. The fault
leans toward the Talalmanca coastal mountain range, along which Costa Rica's additional territory
was pushed up from the Caribbean depths. Another Observatory expert, Eduardo Malavassi,
told the Agence France-Presse that "so much energy was released during the earthquake that
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the Earth's crust was altered." Malavassi said Costa Rica "grew" as a result of the temblor when
a strip of land along its entire eastern coast was "freed" from the sea. In the port town of 40,000,
receding waters transformed the wharf into a dry dock. Course changes and reduced water volume
affected many rivers in the region, and mountains changed shape. Eduardo Sanchez, the Red
Cross brigade captain in Puerto Limon, said rescue crews had not yet reached about 150 villages
between Puerto Limon and Sixaola, about 113 km. to the southeast, near the Panamanian border.
Sanchez said the rescue operation was complicated by the fact that many of the villages were inland
Indian communities which cannot be reached by sea. The two main highways connecting San Jose
with Puerto Limon, the country's main port, were impassable. The quake also destroyed at least
17 bridges. [Basic data from several reports by ACAN-EFE, Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/24/91; AFP,
04/24/91, 04/25/91; AP, Notimex, 04/25/91]
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